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Dr. Kelton T. Stewart 
May 13, 2020 
 
It is my most sincere wish that you and your families have remained safe and healthy during this unique 
and uncertain time. The COVID-19 pandemic has fundamentally altered our daily norms and affected 
our profession and country in ways that no one could have imagined, as we ushered in the New Year. As 
things begin to “reopen”, please continue to be cognizant of the many social guidelines in place to 
mitigate the impact of the SARS-CoV-2 virus and considerate to one another during this challenging 
period. In this report, I have included some of the activities of the Council on Orthodontic Education 
(COE), as well as other information regarding dental/orthodontic education.  
 
 
AAO COVID-19 Task Force 
 
As many of you are aware, the AAO assembled a task force in response to the ongoing COVID-19 
pandemic. The COVID-19 Task Force, comprised of an experienced and diverse group of individuals, 
includes practicing orthodontists, orthodontic educators, legal counsel, and experts in the areas of 
infection control, infectious diseases, and office design. The group has been extremely active over the 
last several weeks. They have worked to advocate with the CDC and OSHA to ensure that released 
guidelines are both protective and as favorable as possible for AAO members. They have lobbied with 
congressional members to garner much needed federal support relative to financial relief and enhanced 
access to PPE. Members of the task force have also worked collaboratively with state officials and 
influential organizations like the ADA to help influence the development of re-opening strategies across 
the country. The group includes members of the AAO COE and Council on Scientific Affairs (COSA) who 
have worked to review the available literature and professional best practices in order to provide AAO 
members with evidence-based strategies to modify their office/clinic structure and protocols prior to re-
opening. There is still much to do but the AAO wants its members to know that the organization is 
actively seeking information that will allow everyone (practitioners, educators, and researchers) to 
safely resume their professional activities. The AAO has established a COVID-19 Resources page on the 
AAO website that contains a wealth of information including recent updates and guidance to help its 
members transition back into their professional activities. These resources are accessible by visiting 
https://www1.aaoinfo.org/covid-19/. Should you have additional questions relative to the pandemic 
that the COVID-19 Task Force may be able to assist you with, please feel free to send your inquiries to 
Coronavirus@aaortho.org.  
 
 

Commission on Dental Accreditation (CODA) Update 

The COVID-19 pandemic has not only affected the activities of the orthodontic private sector but also 
orthodontic residency programs across the country. The call for social distancing and enacted stay-at-
home orders resulted in prompt responses by universities across the country, many of whom closed the 
physical campus facility to students, staff, and faculty. In response to this swift environmental change, 
the Commission on Dental Accreditation (CODA) approved significant temporary changes to provide 
programs with increased flexibility towards meeting CODA standards. The approved use of distance 
education, which includes the utilization of virtual meeting/teaching platforms like Zoom, Webex and 
Microsoft Teams, is one such change that empowered programs to continue the educational process of 
orthodontic residents. Another significant change that occurred due to the COVID-19 pandemic was the 
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Commission’s decision to postpone all 2020 site visits for one year. While CODA received federal 
authorization to identify and utilize unique strategies to assess residency program compliance with the 
current standards during the pandemic, many groups including the Council on Orthodontic Education 
lobbied to have all visits postponed and conducted in a traditional format in 2021. This appeared the 
most prudent decision for both the orthodontic programs scheduled for review and the consultants who 
were to conduct the program assessments, especially given the current state of the country. 

 

Knowledge and Progress through Unity 

With all the many challenges the profession has faced this spring, The Council on Orthodontic Education 
(COE) has worked to ensure that all orthodontic residency programs have the information and guidance 
they need to ensure the best education for our students. Dr. Chung How Kau, Chairman and Professor of 
Orthodontics at the Department of Orthodontics, University of Alabama at Birmingham, has created and 
disseminated a number of surveys to capture the current state and future plans of orthodontic 
programs throughout the nation. The COE, under the direction of its Chair Glenn Sameshima, Chairman 
of the Department of Orthodontics at the University of Southern California, coordinated a virtual 
orthodontic administrator meeting on May 7. The meeting had excellent participation and provided a 
venue for the discussion of an assortment of pertinent topics relative to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Programs not only shared and received useful information that could positively affect their programs 
but also had another opportunity to come together and strengthen their bonds as a professional 
community. The collaboration and unity exhibited during the meeting was truly phenomenal. I am 
hopeful that this experience will not only strengthen the individual programs but also orthodontic 
education as a whole. 

 

AAO Full-Time Faculty Teaching Fellowship Program  

The second year of the re-activated AAO Full-Time Faculty Teaching (FFT) Fellowship Program 
application process occurred in March and April of 2020. This year there were 13 total applications 
submitted for consideration. The chair of the fellowship review committee was Dr. Kelton Stewart and 
was comprised of educators from around the country including Drs. Secan Akyalcin, Jose Bosio, Sneha 
Oberoi, Heesoo Oh, and Sundaralingam Premaraj. I would like to thank and acknowledge each of them 
for their tremendous contributions towards this review process. The selected fellows of the 2020 AAO 
Full-Time Faculty Teaching Fellowship Programs are Dr. Andrew Jheon (The Regents of the University of 
California, San Francisco), Dr. Lina Sharab (University of Kentucky), and Dr. Marilia Sayako Yatabe 
Ioshida (University of Michigan). I would like to congratulate each of these amazing educators for their 
significant contributions to the profession and the tremendous potential they possess to influence our 
future. I would like to extend a special congratulation to Dr. Yatabe for representing the GLAO so well; 
we are very proud of you! Information for the 2021 Full-Time Faculty Teaching Fellowship Program will 
be available this fall and I encourage all residency program administrators to motivate their junior 
faculty to apply for this prestigious and transformative fellowship program. For more information, 
please visit the AAO website at https://www1.aaoinfo.org/education/research-awards-and-fellowships/. 
This was the second year of the AAO’s three-year commitment to allocate funds to support the 
development and retention of individuals in orthodontic education. This program is vitally important 
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towards identifying and retaining capable orthodontic educators and we hope to see this a recurring 
program within the association. 

 
AAO Partners in Research Program  

The AAO established the Partners in Research (PIR) program to support the distribution of surveys via 
mail or email to AAO members on behalf of faculty and/or residents of orthodontic residency programs 
accredited by the Commission on Dental Accreditation or the Commission on Dental Accreditation of 
Canada. Each year this program aids individuals in the disseminate dozens of survey based research. 
During the fall 2020 COE meeting, the council reviewed the existing PIR process and submitted a number 
of recommendations to the AAO Board of Trustees (BOT) for consideration. Upon these 
recommendations, the AAO BOT voted to make a number of changes to the program. One change was 
the increase in the application-processing fee from $75 to $275. Another important change included the 
sequential review process for PIR application. The application vetting process now begins with the AAO 
legal department, who assesses the application for potential threats to the association. Depending on 
their findings, the submitted application is returned to the investigators for modifications or forwarded 
to members of the COE for further review. The overall review process timeline has remained the same 
and typically takes between 4-6 weeks, after which time the survey is disseminated to the designated 
members of the AAO membership. If you have interest in utilizing this program or desire more 
information about the Partners in Research Program, please can contact Melissa McCulloch at 
mmcculloch@aaortho.org.   
 
 
ADEA Call for Programs for the 2021 Annual Session and Exhibition Meeting 

The American Dental Education Association has placed a call for programs, posters, and TechExpo 
presentations for the 2021 Annual Session and Exhibition. The theme for the 2021 meeting is “WE” and 
will occur in Boston, Massachusetts on March 13-16. The deadline for program submissions is June 15 
and notifications of program acceptance will be shared electronically in late August 2020. The selected 
deadline for ADEA TechExpo sessions and poster presentations is September 7 and notification of 
session/poster acceptance will be disseminated in mid-November. For more information about program 
submissions, please visit the ADEA 2021 submission portal at https://www.adea.org/2021/Submit/. 

  
Questions, Comments, or Concerns: 
If you have any questions, concerns, accolades, or items related to orthodontic education that you 
would like to bring to the council’s notice, please feel free to contact me via email or telephone. My 
email is keltstew@iu.edu and I can be reached by telephone at 317-278-1087. 
 
I wish you and your family good health and safety in the weeks and months to come.  
 
 
Kelton T. Stewart 
Chair & Graduate Program Director 
Baldwin Endowed Associate Professor, Indiana University School of Dentistry 
Diplomate, American Board of Orthodontics 
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